







































































































































































































































▸  Direction of Fisheries Production (DPH) 
▸  Cotonou’s Port Direction (PAC) 
▸  Maritime Prefect 
▸  Direction of the Merchant Marine (DMM) 
▸  National Institute of Geography (IGN) 
▸  National Center of Remote sensing 
(CENATEL) 
▸  Direction of Environment and Climate (DGEC) 
▸  National Direction of Water (DGEau) 
▸  National Direction of Mines 
▸ National Institute of Statistics and Economic 
▸ Safety Agency for Air Navigation in Africa 
(ASECNA) 
▸  National Meteorological Agency (ANM) 
▸  University of Abomey-Calavi 
▸ The International Chair in Mathematical 
Physics and Applications (CIPMA-Chaire 
UNESCO) 
▸ Laboratory of Applied Ecology (LEA) 
▸ Wetland Research Laboratory (LRZH) 
▸  National Institute of Water (INE) 
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As	one	can	see,	the	production	of	information	in	the	domain	is	important	in	regard	to	the	number	of	
institutions	that	control	the	sector.	Some	organizations	like	‘’Safety	Agency	for	Air	Navigation	in	
Africa	(ASECNA),	General	Direction	of	Cotonou’s	Port,	etc.	need	information	for	the	smooth	running	
of	their	activities.	Other	organizations	like	IRHOB,	and	the	International	Chair	in	Mathematical	
Physics	and	Applications	(CIPMA	–	Chair	UNESCO),	etc.	that	are	research	institutes	produce	and	
consume	marine	and	aquatic	data.	These	data	are	produced	in	their	activities	to	train,	diagnose,	
prevent	or	identify	sustainable	solutions	in	the	field.	The	immediate	consequence	of	information	
production	is	“infobesity,”	characterized	by	the	incapacity	to	follow	the	rhythm	of	production.	This	
really	affects	the	information	access	process	in	Benin.	In	fact,	in	this	library,	information	access	
needs	originate	from	researchers	composed	of	teachers,	students	and	national	organizations	
dependent	on	environmental,	lacustrine	and	oceanographic	data.	Those	requests	sometimes	are	not	
easy	to	satisfy	due	to	unavailability.	It	is	then	a	challenge,	for	if	we	consider	that	big	data	are	
generated	by	many	national	organizations,	we	should	be	able	to	build	a	repository	of	what	is	
produced,	so	as	to	ensure	their	access	in	short	and	long	run.		
	
This	is	what	made	the	library	of	IRHOB	to	devise	its	‘’legal	deposit’’		strategy.	The	strategy	consists	in	
following	the	national	rhythm	of	aquatic	and	oceanographic	information.	The	strategy	consists	of	
three	essentials:	Data	centralization,	partnership	with	universities	and	other	organizations	and	
international	access.	
	
Ø Data	centralization		
The	method	here	is	to	concentrate	all	the	research	findings	of	IRHOB.	With	this	strategy,	the	library	
updates	the	institution	data	and	makes	them	available	to	users.	Some	of	these	data	can	be	
accessible	online	while	others	are	available	in	print	format.	Documents	in	print	format	are	the	
following:	
• Directories	of	researchers	and	institutions	in	marine	and	coastal	sciences;	
• Bathymetry	of	the	channel,	lake	Nokoué,	lake	Ahémé,	and	its	channels	and	part	of	the	ocean;	
• National	and	regional	marine	and	coastal	atlas;	
• Marine	fish	atlas	of	commercial	interest;	
• Digitized	Map	of	Benin	continental	shelf;	
• Several	thematic	maps	on	the	parameters	of	the	marine	and	coastal	environment;	
• Several	publications,	fact	sheets	and	thematic	posters	;	etc.	
	
Online	data	can	be	found	on	IRHOB’s	website:	www.nodc-benin.org.		
	 	
	
	
	
	
Ø Partnerships	with	Universities	and	Other	Organizations	
The	partnerships	with	academic	institutions	and	other	organizations	aims	at	collecing	documents	
(thesis,	articles,	reports,	and	other	grey	literature)	produced	by	lecturers,	teachers,	researchers,	etc.	
This	measure	enables	the	gathering	of	national	academic	resources	on	aquatic	and	marine	sciences.	
These	data	are	often	used	by	students	for	academic	purpooses.	This	has	been	possible	thank	to	a	
partnership	signed	between	IRHOB	and	academic	institutions,	organizations	dealing	with	ocean	and	
aquatic	issues.	
Ø Access	to	International	Data	
IRHOB	Library	patrons	can	access	international	aquatic	and	marine	science	resources	through	the	
program	AGORA	which	is	one	of	the	fifth	scientific	and	technical	databases	of	the	program	
Research4life.	It	is	cordinated	by	the	Food	and	Agricultural	Organization	(FAO)	and	aims	at	reducing	
knowledge	gap	between	northern	and	southern	countries.	It	provides	free	online	access	to	more	
than	10,000	reviews	and	26,000	books	in	many	disciplines	such	as:	agriculture,	veterinary	science,	
biology,	biotechnology,	chemestry,	ecology,	environment	sciences,	natural	resources,	fishing,	
acquatic	sciences,	etc.	other	sources	like	RAMSAR	Convention.	
	
	 	
	
	
Conclusion	
Whatever	the	field	may	be,	information	availabilty	is	vital	for	the	smooth	running	of	human	
activities.	This	paper	discussed	strategies	used	at	Benin	Institute	for	Halieutic	and	Oceanographic		
Research	(IRHOB)	to	provide	access	to	aquatic	and	marine	sciences	informations	in	Benin.		
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